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192’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 519 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
195’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 520 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
196’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 521 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
199’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 522 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
200’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 523 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
201’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 524 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
204’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 525 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
207’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 526 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
223’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, 1 
would have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 527 ‘‘On Mo-
tion to Recommit with Instructions’’ (H.R. 
3354). Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 528 ‘‘On 
Passage of Making appropriations for the De-
partment of the Interior, environment, and re-
lated agencies for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2018, and for other purposes’’ 
(H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would have 
voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 529 ‘‘On Mo-
tion to Suspend the Rules and Pass, as 
Amended the Joint Counterterrorism Aware-
ness Workshop Series Act’’ (H.R. 3284). Had 
I been present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 
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EXTRAORDINARY MILITARY 
LEADERSHIP 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, last week I was grateful to participate in a 
Congressional Delegation to Japan, the Re-
public of Korea, Guam, and Hawaii. We visited 
troops on the front line who are defending 
American families and promoting peace 
through strength. In the shadow of North Ko-
rea’s latest missile launch over Japan, it was 
re-assuring to meet with leadership of the 
highest competence and integrity. 

We were inspired by leadership from: 
Vice Admiral Phil Sawyer, Commander, U.S. 

7th Fleet, Yokosuka, Japan 
General Vincent Brooks, Commander, U.S. 

Forces Korea, Seoul, Korea 
Lieutenant General Tom Bergeson, Com-

mander, 7th Air Force, Osan, Korea 
Lieutenant General Tom Vandal, Com-

manding General, 8th Army, Camp Hum-
phries, Korea 

Rear Admiral Shoshana Chatfield, Com-
mander, Joint Region Marianas, Guam 

Lieutenant General Bryan Fenton, Deputy 
Commander, U.S. Pacific Command, Camp 
Smith, Hawaii 

Admiral Scott Swift, Commander, U.S. Pa-
cific Fleet, Pearl Harbor, Hawaii 

General Terrance O’Shaughnessy, Com-
mander, Pacific Air Forces, Hickam Air Force 
Base, Hawaii 

General Robert Brown, Commander, U.S. 
Army Pacific, Camp Smith, Hawaii 

The delegation was professionally coordi-
nated by Captain Scott Farr and Lieutenant 
Commander Victoria Marum. Many thanks to 
staff Craig Collier and Brian Garett for accom-
panying the delegation. 

In conclusion, God Bless Our Troops and 
we will never forget September 11th in the 
Global War on Terrorism. Our prayers with 
those in Mexico City, Puerto Rico, and all in 
the path of Hurricane Maria. 
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HONORING MAJOR GENERAL WAL-
TER T. LORD ON HIS RETIRE-
MENT AFTER MORE THAN 34 
YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

HON. SCOTT PERRY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, today I offer my 
heartfelt congratulations to my constituent, 
Walter T. Lord, on his upcoming retirement 
after more than 34 years of service to the 
United States of America. 

Major General Lord currently serves as Mili-
tary Executive for the Reserve Forces Policy 
Board, Office of the Secretary of Defense. The 
Reserve Forces Policy Board serves as an 
independent advisor to the Secretary of De-
fense, providing advice and recommendations 
on strategies and practices to improve and en-
hance the capabilities and effectiveness of the 
Reserve components. 

General Lord has commanded at the pla-
toon, company, squadron, and coalition head-
quarters levels. He has held critical Army and 
Joint Staff positions at every level from unit to 
coalition in the United States, Germany, Bel-
gium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, and Afghani-
stan. 

His numerous commendations and awards, 
including the Defense Superior Service Medal, 
the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal, 
the Defense Meritorious Service Medal and 
others, are a testament to his steadfast cour-
age, personal integrity, tireless work ethic and 
impeccable character. His enduring legacy of 
service to our Nation truly is exceptional and 
sets the standard for all to follow. 

On behalf of Pennsylvania’s Fourth Con-
gressional District, I commend and congratu-
late my constituent, fellow brother-in-arms, 
and friend, Major General Walt Lord upon his 
retirement and for his exceptional service to 
the United States of America. 

TRIBUTE TO REX BELL, BRIGHTON 
CITY COUNCIL MEMBER FOR 
WARD 2 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
express my appreciation to Rex Bell, Brighton 
City Council Member for Ward 2, for his many 
years of extraordinary work and dedication to 
the City of Brighton. Council Member Bell’s 
dedication to the City of Brighton and his lead-
ership and vision has, amongst other accom-
plishments, contributed to the city’s growth 
and prosperity. 

As a Brighton City Council Member, Rex 
Bell has consistently and effectively guided 
city policy towards improving the quality of life. 
He continually provided the City of Brighton 
with guidance and leadership in his roles as a 
member of the Adams County Water Quality 
Association, the Brighton Planning Commis-
sion, and the Highway 85 Coalition and Lodg-
ing Tax Committee. 

In addition to making the City of Brighton a 
better place to live, Council Member Bell has 
served his community for 23 years as a Sev-
enth Day Adventist Pastor in the City of Brigh-
ton. Council Member Bell has, without a 
doubt, enhanced the quality of life for every 
citizen in the City of Brighton throughout his 
tenure as a City Council Member and as a 
resident of the City of Brighton. 

Mr. Speaker, Brighton City Councilman Rex 
Bell represents the very best in public service 
that the State of Colorado and our nation has 
to offer. I offer my sincere appreciation for his 
unyielding dedication to public service and I 
wish him the very best of luck as he leaves 
the Brighton City Council and moves on to fu-
ture endeavors. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JOHN H. RUTHERFORD 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, due to 
Hurricane Irma, I was unable to fly back for 
floor votes on Tuesday, September 12. Had I 
been present, I would have voted YEA on Roll 
Call No 485. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BROOKLYN CHI-
NESE-AMERICAN ASSOCIATION’S 
EIGHTH AVENUE SENIOR CEN-
TER 

HON. NYDIA M. VELÁZQUEZ 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Ms. VELÁZQUEZ. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to congratulate Brooklyn Chinese-American 
Association’s Eighth Avenue Senior Center on 
over two decades of service to Brooklyn’s sen-
iors. 

For seniors living in the Sunset Park, Bor-
ough Park and Bay Ridge neighborhoods, the 
Eighth Avenue Senior Center has provided life 
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changing support and services. From daily 
meals and medical screenings, to a variety of 
social events and activities, the Center un-
doubtedly enhances the quality of life for so 
many of our seniors. 

During the celebration, the Annual Millennial 
Roundtables will gather seniors aged 84 and 
above for an opportunity to socialize with each 
other. Together, the seniors who take part in 
this cherished tradition have a combined age 
of over 1,000 years. 

I would like to send my deepest gratitude to 
all those who support and work with BCA’s 
Eighth Avenue Senior Center. Thanks to your 
hard work, we can all take pride in the many 
accomplishments this community hub has 
achieved over the last two decades. My best 
wishes for a successful event. 

f 

CONGRATULATING NATHAN HITE 
ON EARNING 143 MERIT BADGES 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate Eagle Scout Nathan Hite of 
Elkhart, Indiana, on completing all 143 merit 
badges this year. 

Since 1910, Boy Scouts of America has 
been a pillar in youth development throughout 
the country. In the generations since, millions 
of Boy Scouts have gone on to make lasting 
impacts in their communities and learn impor-
tant skills and life lessons that helped them 
make the future brighter. Instilling the charac-
teristics of strong citizenship—such as cour-
age, determination, and compassion for oth-
ers—Boy Scouts of America has allowed 
young men like Nathan to challenge them-
selves to be better and make positive con-
tributions in the world around them. 

Nathan has distinguished himself among his 
peers and now joins the ranks of Boy Scouts 
who have completed all merit badges avail-
able to them at the time of their service. In 
fact, because there are more merit badges 
available now than ever before, Nathan has 
earned more than any previous Scout. At the 
young age of 13, Nathan achieved the rank of 
Eagle Scout and pushed forward in his quest 
to complete all the available merit badges. I 
have no doubt Nathan will continue to aspire 
to excellence and meaningful accomplish-
ments in all his future endeavors. 

Under the guidance of the Boy Scouts of 
America LaSalle Council and New Paris Scout 
Troop 12, Nathan has learned skills that will 
stay with him for the rest of his life. He exem-
plifies the character that we all strive to attain, 
and through his participation in Boy Scouts, 
Nathan has become a well-rounded leader 
and a role model for others. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of Indiana’s 2nd Dis-
trict I am grateful for the exceptional opportu-
nities Boy Scouts of America offers our youth, 
and I look forward to all the amazing things 
that lie ahead for Nathan. 

RECOGNIZING RAQUEL GONZALEZ 

HON. HENRY CUELLAR 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. CUELLAR. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the life of Raquel Gonzalez, a 
business leader, community advocate, and 
role model for young Hispanic women. 

Ms. Gonzalez was born on April 22, 1925 in 
Tampico, Mexico to Carmen and Jose Gon-
zalez, and was the second of seven children. 
She would attend San Juan Bosco and grad-
uate from St. Augustine High School in La-
redo, Texas. Ms. Gonzalez would begin her 
professional career directly out of high school 
at her father’s automotive firm, J.B. Gonzalez 
Garage. Here she honed her sharp business 
skills, strong work ethic, community pride, and 
deep-rooted family values. 

In 1975, Raquel Gonzalez and a group of 
investors founded the South Texas Abstract 
Company, later known as the Webb County 
Title and Abstract Company. Ms. Gonzalez 
became one of the nation’s first female His-
panics to own and manage a successful title 
company. 

As a strong advocate for education, Ms. 
Gonzalez ran for a trustee position at Laredo 
Community College in 1980 and served for 28 
years with distinction. And in 2003, the LCC 
Trustees unanimously voted to name the new 
Automotive Technology Center in her honor. 
She would also receive countless community 
service awards during her lifetime including: 
the Congressional Certificate of Merit, Laredo 
Women’s Hall of Fame, and Laredo Chamber 
of Commerce Small Business Person of the 
Year. 

Throughout Ms. Gonzalez’s career and life, 
her tireless work made Laredo a better place 
for her fellow citizens. She was a friend to all 
and selflessly gave to her community out of 
the goodness of her heart. 

Raquel is survived by her siblings, Juan G. 
Gonzalez, Mercedes G. McPartland (Robert), 
sister-in-law Consuelo, nephews, Mariano E. 
Gonzalez (Alma), Jose Mariano Gonzalez 
(Elia), Guillermo X. Gonzalez (Eva), Bryan A. 
McPartland (Cara), Ricardo Gonzalez (San 
Juanita), Luis A. Gonzalez, David F. Gonzalez 
(Camilla), and Ruben Gonzalez; nieces, Ma. 
Cristina Gonzalez (Humberto), M. Alexandria 
‘‘Alex’’ Starnes (Melvin), Jenifer M. Shaw (Ed-
ward), Griselda G. Palmer, Amparo M. Santos 
(Gerardo), Melissa Gonzalez, Laura M. Matz 
(Richard), and Elsa Gonzalez; and many 
grand-nephews, grand-nieces, great grand- 
nephews, and great grand-nieces. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have the op-
portunity to recognize Raquel Gonzalez. 

f 

HONORING THE LONG-TIME 
SERVICE OF JASON LARRABEE 

HON. JEFF DENHAM 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Mr. DENHAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
acknowledge and honor the long-time service 
of my Chief of Staff, Jason Larrabee. During 
his time on my team, he has been instru-
mental in managing our offices and providing 

direction for implementing policy in the Central 
Valley, and has been an even better friend. 

Jason graduated in 1997 from California 
State University, Chico, with a degree in Ge-
ography and Planning. He quickly made the 
move to DC in 2001 to join former Congress-
man Doug Ose as a Legislative Assistant, 
helping advocate for California water rights. 
He then joined former Congressman John 
Doolittle’s office as their Legislative Director, 
where he served for six years. In 2007, he left 
the Hill to start his own firm, Jason Larrabee 
Ventures, in Sacramento. There, he imple-
mented government strategies for environ-
mental policies in California, while simulta-
neously earning his Master of Business Ad-
ministration from Drexel University. 

Yearning to serve his country once again, 
Jason returned to Capitol Hill in 2010 to join 
me as my Chief of Staff. He ensured the con-
tinued success of both my DC and district of-
fices through his keen oversight and dedica-
tion. He provided direction for an agenda that 
secured the passage of five bills into law. Ja-
son’s strong commitment to the quality of his 
work, as well as to the country, is greatly ap-
preciated and will be sorely missed. 

In addition to his contributions here on the 
Hill, Jason serves on the Board of Directors 
for the California State Society and as a man-
aging partner for his family’s farm in Butte 
City, California. He also spent 11 years as a 
Volunteer Fireman with the Glenn County Fire 
Department. Throughout Jason’s countless 
years of accomplishments and experiences, 
he has had the loving support of his wife Jill, 
daughter Tatum, and dog Fritzy. 

Mr. Speaker, please join me in honoring and 
commending Jason Larrabee for his many 
years of service, devotion, and outstanding 
contributions to his community. We wish him 
continued success in his future endeavors. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, September 25, 2017 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I was unavoid-
ably detained and so I missed Roll Call vote 
number 486 regarding ‘‘On Ordering the Pre-
vious Question’’ (H. Res. 513). Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 487 regard-
ing ‘‘On Agreeing to the Resolution’’ (H. Res. 
513). Had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 488 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
73’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 489 regard-
ing ‘‘On Agreeing to the Amendment, Amend-
ment No. 74’’ (H.R. 3354) Had I been present, 
I would have voted ‘‘No’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 490 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
75’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been present, I would 
have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 491 regard-
ing ‘‘On Agreeing to the Amendment, Amend-
ment No. 76’’ (H.R. 3354). Had I been 
present, I would have voted ‘‘Yes’’. 

I missed Roll Call vote number 492 ‘‘On 
Agreeing to the Amendment, Amendment No. 
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